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Advanced Editing for Online and Multiplatform

NB:  This course has been mapped to Skillset’s occupational standards. Reference letters and numbers enable specific units to be quickly located.  http://www.skillset.org © DV Talent 2010
This hands-on course is aimed at multiskilling, cross-platform Assistant Producers, Producer/Directors and Series Producers to give them the advanced skills needed to create final cuts of their digital content for distribution across multiple platforms. The course will also give participants a thorough grounding in the creative and editorial constraints and opportunities faced when producing content for online, mobile or broadcast environments, as well as the advanced technical skills for uploading to the web. Crucial theory is interspersed with practical exercise designed to test and challenge the trainees newly learned skills.  Delegates work on a selection of material – broadcast and online – to understand better the differing requirements of creating multiplatform content. 

Learning Outcomes: 

By the end of the 2-day course, participants will understand and be able to apply the following: 

· Editing on Final Cut from digitizing to final export using keyboard shortcuts.

· Practical and editorial considerations (including compliance) when editing for the web and multiple platforms.

· Advanced use of effects, motion key framing, including creating multi split screens, blurring shots, working with nesting sequences and applying effects to whole sequences.

· Media management, archiving your finished project.

· Advanced Colour Correcting and Grading in Final Cut Studio:

· Introduction to Colour – choosing and creating a specific ‘look’ and bringing the most out of your footage.

· Colour balance correction, scene matching, skin tone adjustments, perfecting the composition of your shots.  

· An overview of the different web file formats and technical methods for exporting to the web – the best codecs and compression rates for distribution to mobile, handheld devices, video sharing sites and social media sites. 

· Practical considerations to help your content get seen online. 
DETAILED COURSE SCHEDULE

DAY 1 

	 09:30–11:30 

 E1

 E5

 E8

 X2

 X3 
	Final Cut Pro – Review

Overview of editing work flow:

Logging, creating sub-clips, bins, labeling, putting clips on the timeline using keyboard short cuts.

Practical issues for making the correct equipment selection for participants’ projects including working across different platforms. 

Planning ahead and selecting the correct equipment for each project:
· Camera options and impact on FCP workflow: tape (Z1/ Z7), tapeless/ mpeg2 (EX1s), mp4 (Flip cameras)  

· Importing and managing your source footage in FCP – including formats such as tape/ AVIs/ mp4/.movs.  Making your footage ‘FCP friendly’
Exercise 1 – review above principles using pre-digitised rushes – i.e. create a new project using the “treatment” for a 3 min story that they have been given.  

In vision issues for editing for online and multi-platform

Mobile vs broadcast including shorter durations of sequences, ‘busy’ or crowded shots versus close-ups, dealing with movement, ensuring the correct transitions are chosen, re-framing for the internet, keying green screen footage, creative online techniques with graphics and story boards, adding logo/bugs and end boards to maintain ownership if content is syndicated / shared  

Audio issues for editing for online and multi-platform

Adapting sound mixes to PC viewing, rules of thumb - keep levels lower and less intrusive, doses it work without sound, adding basic voice overs.  



	 11:30:11:45
	Tea break

	 11:45-13:30

 E7

 E9

 E10
	Final Cut Pro – review: 

Fine tuning cuts on the timeline, sound work, titles using keyboard short cuts.
Exercise 2 – apply these skills to students “project”.



	  13:00-14:00
	Lunch

	  14:00-15:30
	Advanced Effects: 

Motion key framing, incl. creating multi split screens, blurring shots, working with nested sequences.

Exercise 4 – apply these skills to students “project”.



	15:45-17:00

 E10

 E12

 E17
	Advanced Sound: 

Getting your sound ready for broadcast, incl. applying and customizing sound effects and recording voiceover as a guide track.

Exercise 5 - apply these skills to students “project”.



	17:00:18:00
	Media management: 

Different ways of archiving completed projects, incl. making projects ‘offline’,  re-connecting media, batch digitizing.

Exercise 7 - apply these skills to students “project”.




DAY 2 

	 09:30 –10:00

E17  
	Introduction to colour correction: 

Choosing and creating a specific ‘look’ for your project.



	10:00-12:00

E18
	Introduction to Color:

Understanding the software interface, basic color correction.
Exercise 1 – apply these skills to students “project”.



	11:30-13:00

 E8


	Advanced Colour correction 1:

Colour balance correction, scene matching, skin tone adjustments
Exercise 2 – apply these skills to students “project”.



	13:00:14:00
	Lunch 



	14:00-15:30

E8


	Advanced Colour correction 2:                                                               skin tone adjustments, Improving the composition of your shots.  

Exercise 3 – apply these skills to students “project”.



	15:30-: 16:30
	Bringing in your final graded film into Final Cut:

Final ‘tweaks’ before export, including graphics, subtitles, setting timecode etc.

Exercise 4 – apply these skills to students “project”.



	 16:30 – 17.30
	Finishing and Outputting – Conform pictures & Sound: Finish Audio and Video
Export Finished Sequences

Upload clips to the web/ watch them back off the web

Discussion on success of compression choices 

Output to Tape

Recapture an Offline Project

Practical considerations to help your content get seen online. 

Video SEO 

Name files correctly before you output from FCP. Think about what people are searching for and name your content accordingly – label with searchable titles. Naming and tagging (meta data) correctly will get you higher in the google listings. 
An introduction of places to seed your content.

Blogsphere, Vimeo, youtube, facebook, twitvid etc

Timesaving tricks for distributing your video 

eg Tube Mogul with tracking analytics. FTP servers / You Sent It.



	 17.30- 18:15

 E20 

 E21
	Viewing of completed films and group analysis of what works and what doesn’t. Evaluation of projects against the original brief/treatment.  

General review. 

The tutor will be available to go through any specific requirements from FCP and Color the students might have.
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