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Words & Pictures:  Commentary, Captions and Structure 
– A Masterclass with Patrick Uden
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About the course

Patrick Uden reveals the trade secrets to writing good commentary in this intensive one day Masterclass.  

Backed by Skillset, DV Talent’s ‘Editing for Digital Content Producers’ is industry backed and approved for Skillset funding.  

We offer a life time guarantee to all our students:  after they have completed the course and need an answer to a technical query DV Talent is just a phone call away.
Who is it for?

Aimed at producer/director and producers who need to be able to write effective copy for voice over, blogs or broadcast ‘Words & Pictures’ is right for you.  Taken by everyone from Senior Executives to researchers wanting to get an edge this Masterclass will help you make your writing stand out and sparkle.
Course Content
· An Analogue Art in the Digital World:  the importance of writing for factual; commentary that is integral to the story, not an addition, structuring your content and re-editing through words.
· Script Doctor:  Patrick Uden reviews trainee’s scripts and give feedback.

· Sources of Metered Writing, e.g. Philip Larkin ‘The Whitsun Weddings’

· Exercise in effective commentary.

· The Story of Commentary:  the evolution of commentary for factual programming – with illustrated examples.  A look at current styles of factual entertainment (from The Gap Year to Come Dine with Me to The Apprentice), polemic and observational styles.

· Key rules of commentary – empower the sync, facts not feelings, spoken not read.

· Case Study:  Patrick Uden looks at examples of commentary from the web and broadcast and discusses how to doctor/turn sentences around for more impactful writing.  Word efficiency for the Twitter generation.

· Design:  the importance of script layout for effective commentary.

· Exercise in Commentary Writing:  trainees get to practice their newly found skills by re-writing a personalised script into a neutral commentary.

· Exercise Writing to Pictures:  trainees watch The Apprentice without the commentary and write their own cues.  Comparisons between online and broadcast versions.

· Question and Answer session.
Course Outcome

By the end of the course you will be able to write commentary and cues for factual entertainment programmes, blogs, promotional voice over and advertising copy that uses a range of styles and techniques.
How to Book

Full details of the course costs and how to book can be found on www.dvtalent.co.uk  

To secure your place on this course call DV Talent on 020 7267 2300 or e-mail training@dvtalent.co.uk 
About DV Talent


Established in 2001, we are recognised by the leading broadcasters as a provider of quality media training.  All our courses are taught by leading professionals currently working in the industry.  We make our courses as hands on as possible with loads of practical exercises as we believe people learn best by doing.
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